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ABNER JOHN7 SHERMAN

American Lineage: Abner6, Lot5, Richard4, Peleg3, Peleg2, & Philip1.

Preceding English Lineage: Samuel6E, Henry5E, Henry4E, Thomas3E, John2E, & Thomas1E.

Contributor: mc/nhk = Nancy H Krohn, 905 Robin Rd, Ann Arbor MI 48103-3008.

1811. Abner John Sherman was born in Boardalbin NY Montgomery Co (DPS p195; SD p33; mc/nhk). (Gen Refs: not in LDS/AF & LDS/IGI).

1846. Abner was an indian trader at L'Anse (MPHC v30p582 1905).

1849/50. Abner born 1808 in NY, removed to Ontonagon, lawyer, state legislator, state senator in 1853-57 and 1863-65; Abner was a rather forceful and notable character of his time and place; he speculated considerably in mineral lands (Families of Ontonagon Co MI by Jamison 1950). Indian trader, merchant, and Upper Peninsular State Representative (Sherman Family Papers, Bentley Library Univ Of MI, Accession 34418421). 

185x. Honorable Abner Sherman and a friend walked from Marquette MI Marquette Co to Sault St Marie MI Chippewa Co and the canal to transact business at the land office. They walked all the way, the journey was one of enormous difficulty and hardship, and a good deal of danger. The Distance is about 153 miles in a straight line, but much farther by following the shore line. Fording the streams was very dangerous. While skirting the great Tahquamenon Swamp was another heart-braking task, They would be in the water up to their waists for miles (MPHC v35p352).

xxxx. Abner married Rosa McKendrick (uc) born 1838 in Ireland (SD p33; son Abner's HOU/MR; Families of Ontonagon Co MI by Jamison 1950).

1856/57. Abner of Ontonagon MI, occupation wanderer, he was in the MI House of Representatives for 1856 (MI Gazetteer & Business Directory p248).

1858. Judge John B Schick has begun a libel suit against Abner Sherman (Detroit Daily Advertiser 1958, reprint from The Ontology Advocate). Possible: Mackinac Co Circuit Court case, box 6 folder 6 (SA/CoNB).

1860. Census of Ontonagon Twp Ontonagon Co indicated: Abner age 58, born 1802 in NY, engineer; Rosa Sherman age 55 (sic) in Ireland; child Daniel (p91p137/d554/f554).

xxxx. Abner was one of the those persons conspicuous for efforts in behalf of the Sault Canal (MPHC v21p360).

1863. Aug 28th, Abner and son Daniel drowned when the Steamer Sunbeam foundered and sank in Lake Superior near Eagle River between Ontonagon MI and Houghton MI during a high gale. The bodies were not recovered. (SD p33; MI Heritage 9; Detroit Free Press Sep 8 1963 and Feb 23 1964; Families of Ontonagon Co MI by Jamison 1950; MPHC v29p127 1899). His wife Rosa and daughter Anna, who was a babe in arms, were going on this ship also, but because Anna was crying at that moment Rosa and Anna stayed behind (mc/nhk).

The steamer SUNBEAM. Built as steamer VICTOR, renamed in 1862. Owned by the Goodrich Line of Chicago. Type: Sidewheel steamer, wood, passenger & package freight. Built 1861 by Bates & Son, Manitowoc WI. Specs: 169x24x10, 398 gross tons. Lost Aug 28 1863 off Keweenaw Point in Lake Superior. Loss of Life was 28 of 29. Caught in a gale above Eagle Harbor while in company of the steamer MICHIGAN, she broke up and foundered offshore between Ontonagon and Portage Lake. The boat's crew, took to her small lifeboats and were all lost except the wheelsman who had forsaken a boat for a piece of a floating wreckage. He sustained himself for over 30 hours on the contents of a large bottle of port wine that had drifted near. Built with an unusual and unsuccessful Whittaker side propeller propulsion system, which was removed after its first year of service in favor of a standard sidewheel power plant. (Shipwreck! A Comprehensive Directory of over 3,700 Shipwrecks on the Great Lakes, by David D Swayze, c1992, p226; and Swayze's web site <www.oakland.edu/boatnerd/swayze/shipwreck/s.htm>).

1870. Census of Portage Twp Houghton Co indicated: Rosa age 32, born 1838 in Ireland; Abner age 7 born 1863 in MI; enumerated with James O'Grady (uc) born 1822 in Ireland and Ellen O'Grady (uc) born 1845 in Ireland (p121/d76/f82).

xxxx. Abner mentioned (MBI p1193). 2 Children:

1. Daniel8 Sherman born 1856 probably in Ontonagon Co MI. Died 1863 at age 7 in a steamboat sinking along with his father (SD p507, MI Heritage 9; Detroit Free Press Sep 8 1963 and Feb 232 1964; Families of Ontonagon Co MI by Jamison 1950).

2. Abner John8 Sherman born 1863. Abner born in Detroit MI Wayne Co (son John Abner's BR), also called John Abner Sherman. (Gen Refs: not in LDS/AF, LDS/IGI).

1870. Census of Portage Twp Houghton Co indicated: Rosa age 32, born 1838 in Ireland; Abner age 7; enumerated with James O'Grady (uc) born 1822 in Ireland and Ellen O'Grady (uc) born 1845 in Ireland (p121/d76/f82).

1885. 2nd Lt Abner Sherman appointed to Company K 3rd Regiment of Infantry, located at Houghton MI Houghton Co (MM v1887p562).

1887. Abner lived in Ontonagon MI Ontonagon Co, and was proposed for membership in the MPHC (MPHC v12p325).

1889. John Abner Sherman a surveyor from Houghton MI Houghton Co, married Julia Charlotte Hafeureffer born 1864 (HOU/MR 2-52; MSNI p977; John Abner Jr's BR), or Julia Charlotte Haffemreffer (<ancestry.com> Gene Pool).

1892. John Abner a miller, and wife Julia Charlotte Hoffenreter, lived in Avon Twp Oakland Co (Mary's BR).

1892. Abner lived in Sault St Marie MI Chippewa Co. Abner was one of the primary supporters of the Sault Canal (MPHC v21p360).   

1894. Abner John and wife Julia lived in Houghton Twn/Twp Houghton Co, he was a land agent.

xxxx. John A Sherman a mineral and timber surveyor (Sherman Family Papers 1833-1944, Bentley Library Univ Of MI, Accession 34418421). 

xxxx. From a letter from James Donaldson in May 1998 to this compiler read in Part. "When I was in a book store in Ann Arbor a few months back, looking at Powell's Introduction to the Study of Indian Languages, 1880. Which is a sort of field notebook, I noticed that its earlier owner was the Geological & Natural History Survey, Ottawa Canada (Stamp dated 1888); and that a later owner (looked like early 20th-century ink and signature) was: J Abner Sherman.

1900. Census of Houghton MI Houghton Co indicated Abner age 36, land looker. Jewel (sic) Sherman age 36, born in MI, parents born in Germany, married 11 years, 5 children 5 alive. Children Margaret, Matilda, Mary, Abner, Daniel; Adolph Hafeureffer age 41, born 1859 in WI, parents born in Germany, boarder (e192/p226/d33/f45).

1910. Census of Houghton MI Portage Twp Houghton Co indicated: Abner J age 46, land looker. Julia C age 46, born 1864 in MI, parents born in Germany, married 21 years, 5 children 5 alive. Children Margaret, Matilda, John, Dan; Rosa Sherman age 78, born 1832 (sic) in Ireland, widow, mother (e125/p30/d175/f206).

191x. John and Julia Sherman of Houghton MI, were parents of John Abner Sherman Jr (SA/WW1x).

1918. Julia Sherman died (mc/nhk). Abner then lived his later years in Dearborn with his daughter Matilda and Mary (mc/nhk). .

1953. John Abner Sherman died in Detroit, buried in Ontonagon MI (mc/nhk); SNI p977). 5 Children:

1. Margaret J9 Sherman born 1890 in MI. Deceased by 1996 (mc/nhk).

2. Matilda R9 Sherman (Eldredge) born 1891 in MI. Married an Eldredge women (mc/nhk). Deceased by 1996 (mc/nhk).

3. Mary Rose9 Sherman (Newkirk) born Sep 17 1892 in Avon Twp Oakland Co (OAK/BR 4-7; <ancestry.com> Gene Pool). Married Jun 13 1913 at Calument MI Houghton Co Daniel Leighton Newkirk (mc/nhk; <ancestry.com> Gene Pool). Mary died Aug 18 1988 at ElPaso TX (<ancestry.com> Gene Pool).

4. John Abner9 Sherman Jr born 1894 in Houghton Twn/Twp Houghton Co (HOU/BR 6-243). 1920 John Abner Jr of Calument MI Houghton Co a WW-1 veteran (SA/WW1x). Possible: 1920 marriage (SMI/MRx 3-156). Deceased by 1996 (mc/nhk).

5. Daniel C9 Sherman born 1896 in MI. Deceased by 1996 (mc/nhk).

